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The KLIN (28°43'E/56°20'N) ailrfisld, about 1.5 miles northwest

of ths town, had a large landing £isld (difficult 3o sse frau the
road), and three larue 8011d8ly bullt hangars. 4n sxtensive
wooded area with large barracks was locsted elonn the no thern
{ield border.

A parachute unit of young soldiers from all branches of servics,
who 8till wore the uniforms of their former crganizations, was
Stationed at the field. JThese soldiers stated that they would
bs 3lven elr force uniforms, as they were recenily detbached

for parachute training. They made numerous psrachube Junps
every day. % .

20 to 25 eircraft, which took off from end landed 8t the KLIN
alrfleld; 15 to 20 paratroopers jumped from each pleng, Tlye
Ins at altitudes of 1,300 to 1,800 feeti. The soldiers statad
that they jumved in full kit and earrisd arms.
that four to five cargo parschutss were droppsed witn eaec
group of paratroopers. Boxes or sacks, each ths size of a mou,
were attached to these chutes. These CRrgo parachutes landsd

at almost the same moment ams the paratroopers, whic cems dowa in
the airfield srea or its immediate surrowndings. After the
landing, the noise of combat actlvity with light weapons was
heard.

CEYS

The aireraft which served for parachute practice were twin
engine plsnes with single and double rudder sssamb leg, ]
ware also stationed at the fisld and flaw in fornaticna of
about five planes, apparently as fighter escort for the oip-

nraft carrying parat Ds.  For description of type, sse “nnex.
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Jet-propelled aircraft {sese Annex) were occasionally observed
Plying individually. Particularly strlking was their hich
speed and the howling noise of their engines. @ The lending
Tleld extendin: alonz the western field border was occupled

by nuasrous sircrafl. '
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& Wuisrous reports covering the same time of obgervation
confirm the trainins of paratroops and training exsrcises by
large air-berne troop units in KLIN.

# b. The information that soldlers were transferred or detached
for parachute tralning by other branches of service 1is new,
1t mmat be therefore assumed that the Soviet paratroops sre
being incressed Yy soldisrs detached from other branches of
service. Othertroop units are possibly bein: trained in para=-
chute jumping. The USSR thus would create a reserve of paratroops,
the strength of which can not be estimated. 1ts commitment
would be limited only by the available iieans of transportation,

#¥% ¢, According to the atteched sketch the jet fiphters observed
over ELIN in the sumaer of 1948 had sweptback winrs. Yhis is
censldered unlikely and is disproved by the information contained
in the sbovemenitionsd reports. It is belleved that the alr-
eraft in question ectually 1s :n KIG-9,
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